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1905-1910
r\ ILBERT JOHN ELLIOT - MUKRAY - KYNYN -
vJ MOUND, afterwards 4th Earl of Minto, was born
in Wilton Crescent, London, on 1st July 1845, the eldest
son of William Hugh, the 3rd Earl, by his cousin Emma,
daughter of General Sir Thomas Hislop, who had com-
manded the Deccan army in the days of Lord Hastings'
war against the Pindar is. His great-grandfather, the
1st Earl of Minto, had been Governor-General of India
forty years previously. Under the latter's name the origin
of his family has already been recorded.
First known as Viscount Melgund, he was educated at
Eton and Trinity College, Cambridge, and at the age of
nineteen joined the Scots Guards. As a young man he
was a famous gentleman jockey, riding several times in
the Grand National (the only Viceroy to do so) and winning
the Grand Steeplechase of Paris in 1874. But he was no
carpet soldier. He went out as war correspondent for the
Morning Post with the Carlist army in Spain; and four
years later he acted as Assistant Military Attache to the
Ottoman army in the Eusso-Turkish War and saw much
of the fighting. In 1879 he volunteered for the second
Afghan War and served as A.D.C. to Sir Frederick Eoberts,
who two years later took Mm on to South Africa as Ms
private secretary. In 1882 Eolly Melgund, as he was
called, served with the Mounted Infantry in Egypt, where
he was wounded, and for a short time he commanded the
regiment.
In 1883 he married Mary, daughter of General the Hon.
Charles Grey, a younger son of Lord Grey, the Prime
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